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UNIT ONE:

WHAT IS WILDERNESS?

OVERVIEW

GRADES: 5.5

AGES: 11-14

TIME: 50 minstes

MATERIALS NEEDED:

1. Wtz With Your Feet items
and images

2, Instrucror Reference Sheer:
Wone With Your Feet
Object, Image and Sound
Idenrificarion Sheet

3 TapetCD player and Ve With
ioir Fer Souneds capeiCT

4. Bdongs in Wilderness,
Doz Mot Beloig in
Wildemess signs

5, Mational Wilderness
I'reservarion ysmern Map

i, Instructor Belerence Shee:
Wilderness Acr Prirmer Cands

. Wildermess Act Prirmer Cards (9
8. .".-1J.]'!- of BNCARY

0, Tnscructor Pelerence Sheet:
Wilderness Acr of 19064

Excerpts
10, Insrrisctor Heference Sheer:

What is the BWAAW?

11, Unit One Wildermes
Passport {miaster in manual
ar an CEF, make copies

a5 mesded)

1L Unit Croe Wilderness
Passport sxarmg and ink poed
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COMCEPTS AND KEY IDEAS:

1. The idea of wilderness varies from individual to individual, across
culoures, and over time, and may incorporare physical, spiritual,

recreational, and economic elements.

b

. The Wilderness Acr, which established the Mational "Wilderness
Preservation System, provides & common definitieon of wilderness thar
servis o protect and o conserve wilderness areas and ther sceentitic,
watershed, life suppart systems, historic and cultural, spinoual, sesthetic,

recreation, refuge, and educarional valwes,

GOALS:

1. Participants will be able to give a personal definition of wilderness and

unsderstand that the idea of wildermess vanes from individual v individual.

=]

. Parrigipants will be able to describe in cheir own words the purpose

and main components of the Wilderness At of 19064,

3. Participants will be able o identify the Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness as part of the Marienal Wilderness Preservarion Sysrem

annd describe some of s unique charceristics

SEILLS:

1. Brainstorming in a '.irl_-'.-:- Eroup

2. Idenrifving pictures, objects and sounds
3. Decision-making

4. Defending an opinion

5. Resding and listening comprehension
0. Dirawing conclusions

7. Communicating

THE BWCA WILDERKNESS ®IT
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UNIT ONE:

WHAT IS WILDERNESS?

BACKGROUND (1 OF 4)

Culrures and growps of people understand wilderness in different ways.
o culruees, which live in prosimity oo or in balance with wildemess,
b s o Bor “wilderness” in their vocabulary, The Puritans in early
America viewed wildemess as an el place w be conguered and tamed.

In our seciery moday, the word “wildemness” evokes differens images in sach

persens mind, So whar exacely iz wildernoess?

In omder 1o ansser this question it B mportant e remernber tha
wilderness &5 a concept created by cultures which did mot lve in balance
with, or were ar adds with with, wilderness. Five hundred years aga, before
Eviropean sertlement, the Morth American continent was a vast tracn of
wild, undeveloped land and warer occupied only by Mative Americns
European settlers, however, significantly changed wild lands. The *Mew
Ward” of Morth America became divided berween the *wild”™ and thar
which was “ramed” or part of civilizatgon. As the European serters moved
scross the continent, mone and mone land was “tamed” for agricalore,

Ivesmock, and homes.

[aday, the balance has shifted dramacically. A continent thar was once
complerely wild land is now almost enrively developed and contmolled by
people, As less and les wild land remained people began o value o
mare. The remaining wild lands or "wilderness” areas were no longer
seen &5 an evil v be foughe and congquered, bur rather a5 2 valued
pesource o preserve for furure generations, Americans realized thar mos
of thee land in this country had beom developed through agriculiore,
homes, forestry, mining, grazing and other activicees, In order o protect
and preserve these remaining wilderness areas, there needed o be a
generally accepred definition of wilderness and a mechanism for

protecting therm,

Ui September 3, 1964, the Wilderness Act was signed into law. The
Wilderness Ace provided a legal definivion of wilderness, created the
Marienal Wilderness Preservarion System, established a process o be

wsed For designating wilderness arcaz, and set provisions for the wse of

THE BWCA WILDERMESS KIT

THE YWILIMERMNESS AT
The Wilderness Act was
engcred in 19064 o protec
some of the remaining areas
in the ULS, thar had nor been
restructured or changed
dramatically by humans, The
Ao esrablished a cormmon
definmion of “wilderness,”
cnabling managing agencies
such a5 the Forsst Service,
Matwnal Padk Service, LS
Fish and “Wildlife Service, and
Bureau of Land Management
tor base pranagement pracrices
on recagnized crivena. For the
complete text af the act,

set the appendix.
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UNIT ONE:

WHAT IS WILDERNESS?
BACKGROUND

(2 OF 4)

WILDERMNESS
Loy & thi Foot of
i e wikderiess, il &
ey b B how oo
outtures peroehol ailderens,
“inigernes” B basad in Hhe
Germanictorse Enguages
and oomes from the Foot
Swil gred Sedd Ry
gal-willed, unconiraiakia,
chaordanad, ar oonhsad
n Ohd Swsdiab “wild™
mesns “bodng wates”
The Jid English definition
of “wildeor” & a pleos
of wild peasts, Wikkarmass
i Sparish B “faka da
oullural Feraly Sack of
arviization! and in kakan,
wioermess s “soare o
dmonding o confusione”
frrky soif-cplRreior
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wilderness areas, The intent of the Wilderness Act was to establish
wilderness areas “lor the use and enjoyment of the American people in
such manner as will leave them unimpaired for feowre wse and enjoyment as
wilderness,..” Legal wilderness, “in concrast with those aress where man
and his own works dominate the landscape,” is “recognized as an area
where the earth and s community of life are untrammeled by man,

where man himself is a visiter who dees ner remain.”

[ order to comprehend the concepr of wilderness, it is imporane o
understand the many values of wilderness. While most people are
familiar with the common recreational values of wilderness there are

also other non-recreational values of wilderness

Chse value of wilderness s the Life support value of wilderness,
Wilderness proteces watersheds and plays an importane role in cxygen
producrion, cartbon disxide absorprion, s0il building, biomass
decampasition, insect regulation, and pollution scrubbing, Wildernes
can be used as a benchmark to show what an ecosystem undisturhed by
humans looks like. This will help ws learn ro becrer intermwine ourselves
within the biological systems in which we e These arcas can also serve az

gene banks and a place for natural evelutionary processes to continwe,

Felaved co chis life support vahee is che scentific value held in wilderness,
Wilderness is a naoral kb in which we can study nariral proceses, Sociery
s benedit from this scientihe research as v enlarges our understanding of
the world and our reles in i [Fwe were to destroy all wilderness ic would
be like burning an unread book, Hessarch may lead ro ver undiscovered

knowledpge and uses of resouroes found in wildermess,

Wilderness alsa holds educational value and training value for schools
and universities. Iv is an imporcans classroom for leaming ourdoor skills
sich a8 orienteering, survival, mountaineering and sock packing, It can
be used by outdoor education programs to teach about natural processes.

(5 '-.-L". - azine arccies and relevisi
It is also che source of marerial for many magazine aricdes and television
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UNIT ONE:

WHAT IS WILDERNESS?

shiows abowt planes and animals. Many people enpoy wilderness

vicariously through chese kinds of mexia,

For many, wilderness iz much more than jise a place o seak in rthe
scemery. [13 acsthetic value is appreciared through infimare concecr with the
enviromment and can be sublime, awesome and mapesie. 1o is a place
where people can experience sighis, sounds and [eelings they are unable
experience in ather less natural semangs. People, some of whom may never
acmually wisic 2 wilderness area, also enjoy the aestheric value of wilderness

vicariously chrough irems such as posrers, calendars, and bookes,

Far some, wilderness :||-\.-|:- I-IIII-\.I-| Pllil-\.l'\v\.llﬂ'lil'.il .||'||.| |I'Ii|__||illll.'| l.'.ill.lr .|I'||‘| iz a
sacred place, To them wilderness is a place with narural cathed rals where
poopde can celebrate the creative loros bebind life. In is 2 place where we
can better understand vnity and continuiry. Wilderness s spiricaally

sustatning and has spiritual deansing powers for some.

A value of wilderness thar s more difficule to understand 1= 1ts intrinsic
value. This value hypothesizes thar non-human organisms have a place
on earth and thar even inanimare objecrs have the righe o exise, This
value confers thar all value docs nor originare with humans and char
planis, animals, inanimace objects and the ecosystems thar they inhabir,

have rights of their vwn whether or not humans assign that value

The Mational "Wilderness Preservation System continues to grow

every year from the aniginal 9.1 million scres established by the 1964
Wilderness Ao Since 1964, Congress has passed scores of laws adding
hundreds of areas and over 100 million acres o the Marional Wildermess
Preservarion Syscenm, In 2002, there were 644 individual wilderness areas
tedaling 105,778,352 acres, Alaska containg 58,182 216 acres, which is
about 56 percent ol all wilderness in the United Seaves, About 4.4 percent

of the continental United States 15 protected as federal Wilderness.

Four federal asencies manape desipnared Wilderness in the Unived States:
[~

the Marianal Park Service, the Forest Service, the Bureau of Land
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